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On Aug. 30, Marcos Pereira, researcher at the Space Studies Institute in Sao Jose dos Campos,
told AP that scientists in the past two months had detected 59,000 fires in the Amazon which have
destroyed 33,000 sq.km. of rain forest. The Institute monitors fires in the region using satellites
that detect smoke and heat. The burned area represents about 1.5% of the "legal Amazon," or the
5 million sq.km. region encompassing the states of Amapa, Para, Roraima, Maranhao, Tocantins,
Acre, Rondonia, Mato Grosso and Amazonas. Pereira said the number of fires and destruction this
year would be less than last year largely because of unusually heavy rains. In 1988, about 120,000
sq.km. of forest were destroyed by 205,000 fires, he added. According to Pereira, the government had
helped to reduce the number of fires, mainly by suspending incentives for large-scale agricultural
and ranching projects. The government also launched a plan in early August to monitor part of the
region by helicopter and fine those found guilty of clearing the forest illegally. Officials handed out
$9 million in fines during the plan's first 15 days. Every year, farmers and ranchers burn off tracts
of the forest to clear land for planting and grazing. The burning season usually lasts three to four
months, starting in June and ending in September or October. Estimates by the government and
private research institutes of destruction in the rain forest range from 5 to 10% of its total area. (Basic
data from AP, 08/30/89)
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